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Have you ever wondered how the new playground equipment at your 

neighborhood park was funded? Or who paid for the welcoming sign 

that guides visitors to a local landmark? Maybe you’ve attended a 

festival that relied on seed money to get started. In many cases, these 

community projects are made possible because someone took the 

initiative to write a grant proposal. 

Grants play a vital role in helping communities fund ideas, expand 

services, and strengthen local economies. While many grants come from 

federal or state government programs, others are offered by local 

foundations, corporations, and municipal agencies. Because grants 

provide such an important source of sustainable funding, K-State 

Research and Extension’s Community Vitality Team supports communities by offering grant-writing 

education. 

Residents and community groups can learn how to craft effective grant proposals at an upcoming 

in-person Grant Writing Workshop hosted by K-State Research and Extension in the Southwind 

District. The workshop will take place on April 7th from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Southwind 

Extension District office in Iola, KS. To register, call 620-244-3826 or email amclasen@ksu.edu. The 

cost to attend is $60, which includes workshop materials and lunch. 

The workshop will be led by Nancy Daniels, a community vitality specialist with K-State Extension and 

an experienced grant writer. “This workshop is for everyone, from those who have never written a 

proposal and don’t know where to begin, to those with experience who want to sharpen their skills,” 

Daniels said. “It’s incredible to see what happens in a community when people realize they don’t 

have to wait for change. They can create it themselves.” 

Participants will also have the opportunity to learn from one another. Daniels noted that even 

seasoned grant writers often leave the workshop with new ideas, renewed motivation, and valuable 

insights from peers. Attendees are encouraged to bring their current grant projects or proposal ideas 

to the sessions. 

Workshop topics include: 
• Conquering your grant writing fears and start writing  
•  Identifying sources of data for community needs (where do you find the numbers to 

back up your request?) · 
• Where to find grants · 
• Practicing the grant writing elements: Problem, Outcomes, Activities, Evaluation and 

Budget.  

For more information, please contact Community Vitality Agent Amanda Clasen at any Southwind 

District office or at amclasen@ksu.edu. 


